ON THE EDGE OF CIVIL WAR
memories, animosities which were barely intelligible to the English.
A tolerable settlement with Ireland on the basis of a subordinate
Parliament in Dublin might have been achieved at any time between
1886 and 1914 if the leaders of British parties could have agreed that
Southern Ireland should have Home Rule, and a special settlement
be made for Ulster. Failing that, the Liberal party was threatened
with a rebellion in North Ireland, and the Unionist party with a rebel-
lion in South Ireland. The Unionist party during their years of power
were temporarily in a stronger position to deal with Southern Ireland,
since they could rely on the support of the army, but the advantage
was only temporary, as the event proved. Faced with the problem
of treating South Ireland as an enemy state to be reconquered by force
of arms, a predominantly Conservative Government preferred almost
any alternative. Ireland was too near to be treated as an enemy,
and too alien to be absorbed within the British system.
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